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Arabs Beliefs Prior to Islam: An Analytic and Critical Study in Light of The
Quranic Statement

Abstract

The historical narrations of Arab beliefs prior to Islam despite being conflicting, confused and brief as
the grand historian are considered Fertile material to some Orientalists’ and non-religious writers’
opinions, for attempting to connect Islam to the religion of Arab. Therefore, this study relies on Quran
in its Meccan chapters as main reference to comprehend Arab beliefs, which reflects the most genuine
source to indicate the condition of Arabs in that period. Such study aims to seek Arabs’ beliefs in Allah,
Angles and prophets in particular, to find out the origin of it depending on their beliefs, that to get the
fact of the relation between Islam and that religion clearly for confronting a misconception that Islam
represents the advanced stage of religion which. This study is based on analytical and critical approach,
using the Quranic text as reference and framework, to comprehend the other historical references of
Arab beliefs to prior Islam, and that is from two aspects, first: study of the early Meccan chapters,
which reflects the Quranic discourse to the polytheists, and what their verses imply for the Arabs faith.
Second: the objective interpretation of Quran verses. This study hereby reveals through the Quranic
statement that Arab beliefs -such as the belief in Allah almighty, angels, and prophets, has originated
from heavenly religion, however they had deviated from it later, so, it was important for Islam to come
and correct the deviation from the heavenly origin. Hence, it could be falsify a misconception that Islam
is influenced by the religion preceding it, and revealing the course outlines of emergence of religion by
revelation.

Keywords: Arab prior to Islam, polytheist, paganism, beliefs, Islam.
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